
                                                          
 

LYTH & WITHERSLACK PROPOSED WATER LEVEL MANAGEMENT BOARD (IDB) 
“AT A GLANCE” GUIDE FOR LAND OCCUPIERS & LANDOWNERS 

 
Why is an Internal Drainage Board being proposed? 
Since 2005, the Environment Agency has been reducing the extent of watercourse management and 
reviewing the continued operation of land drainage pumping stations in many rural areas of Cumbria and 
elsewhere.  Channel maintenance has been reduced and funding for running four pumping stations at 
Johnscales, Pool Bridge, Ulpha and Sampool will end on 31st December 2015. 
 
What is an Internal Drainage Board? 
It is a local public authority with statutory powers to manage water levels.   
 
Is my land in the proposed IDB area? 
The proposed drainage district includes land in the Lyth Valley and in the Witherslack area.  Please see the 
map in the consultation pack and if in doubt contact the Project Manager, Veronica Waller.   
 
How much will the Internal Drainage Board cost me? 
If agreed, the preferred option would cost land occupiers £13.68/acre.  The drainage rate would be paid by 
the land occupier, not the landowner, and would be paid on the agricultural land that you occupy each 
year that is within the drainage district boundary.  In addition to drainage rates paid by agricultural land 
occupiers, South Lakeland District Council would contribute around £46,164 per year. 
 
What is the preferred option for the Internal Drainage Board? 
The IDB would operate the two pumping stations at Sampool and Ulpha and undertake watercourse 
maintenance to pre-2005 levels on the main river watercourses that aren’t managed by the Environment 
Agency.  The currently mothballed pumping stations at Johnscales and Pool Bridge would be taken over by 
the IDB and kept on standby in case of severe wet weather events.   
 
Who will run the Internal Drainage Board? 
The proposal is for 7 Board Members of which 5 would be elected by drainage rate payers and 2 would be 
appointed by the Local Authority.   
 
Why should I want an Internal Drainage Board? 
Without an IDB, it would be very difficult for over 90 land occupiers in the drainage district to take over the 
operation and funding of the pumping stations.  As a statutory body, the IDB would be able to collect 
drainage rates off all land occupiers and also receive a Special Levy contribution from the Local Authority 
on behalf of the non-agricultural land and buildings.  The IDB can also apply for grant funding and loans to 
help fund work on infrastructure such as the pumping stations and channel infrastructure.  Without the 
pumping stations, over time the land would gradually become wetter affecting land drains and reducing 
both the profitability of farms and land values.   
 
Where can I find out more information? 
A summary is enclosed and the full Justification Statement can be obtained from the NFU Regional Office 
or downloaded from the website:  www.lythvalleywlmg.wordpress.com.  A meeting is being held at Kendal 
Auction Mart on Monday 13th July at 7.30pm – please come to find out more and tell us your views. 

WE NEED YOUR VOTE BY FRIDAY 28TH AUGUST 2015 

http://www.lythvalleywlmg.wordpress.com/

